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h Y mattcr of goucrnment rhere- 
of, wa tower tangere perieuloſum :buronely to 
exprefle the manners and conditions of the peo- 
ple, and ro ſhew:the difference 'of rhis prefene 
time, and of that which was 60: yeares-lince, 
when I was*(asit were) buta ſpringing Cr of 
{txreene yeares old : Neyther will T therein'vſc 
any long diſcourſe, burwithall poſſible breuiric 
dcliuer onely this Pamphlet, asa glaſle, where- 
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. The. preſent ſlate 


in men of this preſent age may ſee their mon- 
ſtrous deformities; or as a Theame for wiſer 
wits to play vporl, ſerting alide in effeft whatſoe- 
ucr[l ſhall write more than the words of the very 
Paradox it ſelfe : for,Yerbum ſapienti ſat eft.The 
duty alſo which by the law of God, and the law 


of Nature, Fowe vato my natiue Soile, and the 


great heart-ſorrow I haue to ſee the follies, miſ 
demeanours, and ill behauiour of many of this 
time, hath moued mee now in my withered age, 
toleave theſe few lines, as tokens of my loue 
with great hope, thatif the ſame perhaps ſhall 
come to the hands of our wiſe, religious, vertu- 
ous,lcarned,and moſt gracious SoueraigneKing, 
the blelſed peace of England, hee will thereby 
be put in minde, Scabra hec noſtra dolare, that is, 
to maketheſe our rugged waics plaine. 
.. The expoſition of the Paradox. 

"A S inallothers, ſo in this Paradox,the words 

carry a ſtrange ſcenic, and ſeeme to import a 
meere contrariety and vntruth ; For (according 
to the word) how can it bee, that one hauine lit- 
tle, ſhould be rich? and another much, ſhouldbe 
poore? Wherefore wee muſt ſeeke another, and. 
more ſecret meaning ; knowing that euery Para- 
dox hath both an outward and inward ſenſe. 
The one{as I may terme it) ſuperficicall, the o- 
ther efſentiall ; the one left rothe gazing of fools, 
with admiration ; the other to the wiſe , with 
deepe conſideration : The one to the eye and 
ourward appearance onely, the other tothe - 
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of England. 3 
ward ſenſe and iudgement. For my promiſed 
breuicics ſake (omitting many) I will ſpeake only 
_ of three things, withtheirappurtenances ; where- 
in ourthen wiſe Fathers, did greatly differ from 
vs, now fooles. Theſe three which haue turned 
things vpſide down, and ſtrangely altered our e- 
ſtate, are ſuits of law, ſuits of apparell, and drun- 
kenneſle ; which being well conſidered, with 
matters ſubſequent, it will appeare, that theſe 
three foule ſtaines in our faire common-wealth, 
doe plaincly lay open, and prove the inward 
truth of my Paradox: for,to ſpeake firſt in gene- 
rall ; Our Fathers in apparell were very plaine, 
drunkenneſſt was abhorred, & as it isa moſt baſe 
trade, ſo vied onely of the moſtbaſe; and ſome 
few of the very abicQuort.They did not ambiti- 
ouſly ſtriue/'to get that which they could'nor 
compaſle, to-borrow-/that which they could not 
repay, neither tocontend foreuerie trifle in law; 
which at this day are cauſcs of infinite ſuits: 
but living quietly and neighbourly with that 
they had, they were cuer rich,able to giue and 
lend freely. But now (on the contrary, our rents 
. being generally fiue times 'as much as our Fa- 
thers receiued for the ſame land) the idle and 
ſenſeleſle expences of ſenſelefle drunkards, the 
outragious charge of ſuits in law,the monſtrous 
prodigality in apparell, maketh vs (ſeeming great 
and richin outward ſhew)to be full of care, trou- 
ble, cuer needie, and very beggarly : For,by 
theſe three meanes wee ftriuc to ſeeme kings, 


butconend indeed who ſhall be firſt beggars; fo 
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4 The preſent ſtate 
that the old Prouerbe isin this age moſt cruly ve- 
rified ;Stu/torwm plena ſant omnie, The world is 
full of tooles. Now of theſc three particularly ; 
and firſt 


Of Drunkenneſe. 


His moſt monſtrous vice is thus: defined:;. 
" B Ebrietaseft privatio mots rett; erintellettnes, 
 Drunkenneſſc is the priuation of orderly motion 
and vnderſtanding. This definition agreeth in | 
part with that which Gale hath;/5. 30. de loc 
affeitss, of naxurall folly, which is, Stu/titi2 efl a= 
miſcio tntellettus; Folly is the lofleoff vnderftan- 
ding : andanother faith, it is abſentiaurtelleitas, 
the abfence or want. of vadarſtanding : But 1 
neede not ſtand 'much about the definition of 
 drunkenneffe; or:to:ſhew: whatiir-is 2 'Pot(wich = 
gricfe I ſpeake it) the [Tauernes, Alehouſes, and 
the verte ſtreetesare fo. full of drunkards;in alt 
parts of this kingdome;thatby the fight of them 
itis better knowne whatthis deteſtable and vdi- 
ous viceis, than by anie definition wharſocuer. . 
God. hath madeall things forman, harh made 
him ruler and gouernour ouerall; which office 
that he may the better performe, hee hath giuen 
him reaſon (a moſt divine thing, and-precious 
iewell)to po hisaQions, whereby he farre 
excellethall othercreatures. This is well com- 


pared toa Carpenters'Rule: for without a Rule 
the Carpenter can neuer orderly compoſe his 
workez bit cuery partwill bes ourof frame : - 
' wg thele 


of England, 


theſe drunkards (having expelled reaſon, that 


moſtexcellent rule) arc infarre worſe caſe than 
bruite beaſts; forthey haue neither reaſon nor 
nature todireR them, but ſhew themſelues either 
fooles or mad men, as they are formerly defi- 
ned. Iwould to God, they would conſider how 
many murders haue been, and daily are commir- 
ted by drupkards; ſo that ſome ofthemare killed 
and raken away in the middeft of their wicked- 
neſſe, others hanged,loofing lands and goods, 
to the ouerthrow of their houſes. This tfinne 1s 
(in a word) in it ſelfe damnable, and the very 

path-way leading toall other wickednefle what- 
ſocuer. Inter alis, hoc me mirifice excruciar, quod 
Academie noftre morbo hoc pernicioſo laborare di- 
cuntar: nam ſontes fi inficient wr ,yini omnes n0n #iſt 
aquam putidam prebere poterint, But (ſtill mind» 
full of my promiſed brenitic) I will onely ct 
downe notes (as it were) or ſhort ſpeeches of 


drunkards & drunkenneflc, and fo rake my leaue 


of that wherewith I was ncuer acquainted. 
I reade of one brought vp from his mfancyin 
a wildernefle, atlaſt comming to a citie, and fee- 
 ingadrunken man going vp & downe the ſtreets, 
vie clamorous and outragious words, farre from 
reaſon, in his gate ſtaggering, and in all hisaGi- 
ons fooliſhand rude, asked what creaturethart 
was, being ſo like im ſhapeto a man, and no man. 
Another ſceing ene come drunke out of a 'Ta- 
uernc, falling downe in the ſtreete, and vomiting 
vp in-great abundance the wine with which hee 
had oucrcharged his ftomacke, faid, Look, look, 


Iwill 
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6 The preſent ſlate 
I will ſhew you a ſtrange fight ;'This man hath 
inthis ſort vomited many _ Lordſhips,and 
gfeat treaſure, left him by his father; and now he 
hath neither wealth,nor wit, but is a beggarand 
a beſorted foole. | 

It is written, that one comming into a place 
where many were drunke, one ofathem offered 
him a fultcup; ro whom hee ſaid, there was poi- 
ſon in it, or worſe than poiſon : for ir hath bereft 
youall of your wits and vnderſtanding. I will 
aone, I thanke you. 

One ſeeing a man extreamely drunk, and ſtill 
drinking excefliuely, ſaid, Alaſſe, let him drinke 
no more, To whom another anſwered, Let him 
drinke ſtill, for he is good for nothing clic ;and 
- isnot fit for amantoliue, that is. good for no- 
thing. 

They that force others to drunkenneſle, are 
like ſtinking finkes, which receiue all filthy and 
loathſome things, and therewith infeR others. 
One being asked,what hee thought of a man 
often drunke, ſaid, He is a peece of ground good 
for nothing , which bringeth forthnothing but 
weedes” @®@ 

A drunken man fleeping ſoundly,one faid, It is 
itty he ſhould euer wake ; for now hee doth no 
rme, but when he is awake he is euer ſpeaking 

or doing ſomething that is naught. 
I haue heard, that in Spaine if one be drunke, 
his oath is. ncuer after to be taken before a Iudge. 
A Philoſopher hearing one brag of his great 
drnking(as many dointheſe daies)laid, my _ 
0 
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_ doth farreexcell thee jn that vertue; TY > 
It werevery fit that drunkards, hauing lands, 

ſhould bee made wards, of whart age ſocuer :-for 

they are not able to gouern themſelues nor their 

liuings, morethanchildren. 


. Sentences of wiſe men, touching Drunkenne(/e 
and Drunkaras. Fi 


Omes ebrietatis paupertas , Beggaric is the 
WYcompanionof drunkennefle, 

2. fiurit crebro ebry,cus ſeneſcunt, They that 
arc often drunke;arequickly old, 

Null fides ebris dands, nec huts neporium come 
mittendum, There is no truſt to bee ginento a 
drunkard, neither any buſineſſe to be committed 
to-hims/!; Fey | 

-Ebriet9s; contentioſa, Drunkenneſle is full of 
quarreils. Ts 

Ebrietas ſomes libidini, Drunkenneſle iS faell 
for filthy luſt. | 

 Ebrioſtt ſittecarwn more modo loquuntar,Drun- 
kards ſpeake but like Parrets. _ 

Vine repletus vinum habct, ſeipſum non habet He 
thatis full of wine, hath wine, him(ſclfc hee hath 
not. .. | * 

'Ebrietas dalctwvencnum;Drunkenneſle is a plea- 
{ant poiſon. | | | ; 

Neſeit ebrietas vel imperare, vel parere, Drun- 
kenneſſe knoweth neither to gouerne, nor to bee 
gouerned, | 

Vejebrittes , ibi ſola fortune , vbi ſola ae” + 
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8 The preſent ſlate 
ib; nulla ſapientia dominatar, Where drunkenneſſe. 
is. there onely forrune; where onely: fortune is, 
there no wiſedome doth bearerule. . 

Ebrioſus ſemper in precipits ſtat, A drunkard 
ſtandeth alwaies as it were in a place ready. to 
breake his necke.  . | 

Ebrinm noliconſulere, Neuer aske connſell of a 
drunkard. | | 

Ebrietas non minor quam inſania, ſed breuior, 
Drunkenneſle is no leffe than madneſle, but ſhor- 
ter. ' | 

- So hauc you heard, what thewiſeſt menTlong 
ſince haue ſaid of this filthy vice, and the vicious 
followers of rhe ſame. | 

To conclude, I wiſhall drunkards to readrhis, 
cuery morning as foone as they riſe, thatthereby 
they may be perſ{waded to reformation that day z 
and toremember how.greatly that beaft-like and 
loathſome ftnne hurteth the ſoule, the body, the 
purſe, and the name or reputation. Ir is init-ſelfe 
ſo odious & deteſtable before God, andall ciuill 
men ; thar,as one ſaying, Loe, yonder is acrucll 
Lyon, which words cauſe a man preſently toflie 
and ſhiftaway : ſoif I had but named drunken- 
nefle,that onely word ſhould beg a ſufficient per- 
{waſion for wife men to auoide the ſame, For 
the Lyons not fo dangerous, who killeth onely 


the body , as drunkcancfle. which killerh body | 
 andfoule, _ 
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Of the gk abuſe as apparreit, 


Here are profeſlorsof a rare and ſtrangeart 

or ſcience, whoare named Proportionaries ; 
butſeldome ſet to worke. If you deliuerone of 
theſe a bone of your Grand-farhers litrle finger, 
hee will by that finde the proportion of all his 
bones, and tell you toan inch how tall a man 
your Grand-father was : SoT herein mindto vſe 
ſome of their skill; for ſeeing it is an infinite mat- 
ter, ſigilatirmto write of allthe pecuiſh, childiſh, 
and more than fooliſh coſtly. ornaments now y- 
ſed(eſpecially being obic@ro euery mansſight) 
I willonely take the head withthe neck, and by 
theſe, tell you what proportion allthe reſt of the 
body holdeth, downe to: the loweſt part of the 
foote. I ſaw a complete Gentleman of late, 
whoſe Beuer-hat coſt xxxviis.a feather xx.s. the 
hatband iij. li. and his ten double Ruffe iiij. li. 
thus the head and necke onely were furniſhed, 
andtharbutof one ſuite, forix:li. xvii;s.' Now 
taking the proportion of the brauery forthe reft 
of the body; thecloak lined with veluet, daubed 
ouer with gold lace two'fingers broad, the fattin 
_ doublet and hoſe in like fort decked, the filke 
ſtockings, with coſtly: garters hanging downeto 
the ſmall of the legge; the Spaniſh ſhooes with 
-glitrering roſes,the girdellandSteletto;Teaueir 
ro thoſe that herein know more than'l, and cm 
 ſpeakeof greater brauery than this, to caſt ypthe” 
totallſurme : wherein alſo (4s-an-opputtenant) 
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they may remember his Miſtris ſuted at his. 
charge, and caſt ypboth ſummesin'one. : But on. 
the contrary, I obſerued but 60. yeares ſince, ge- 
nerally a'man full as good or better 1 ability 
than this complete, luſty looking lad ; whoſe 
hat and band coſtbut v.s,and his ruffeburxii d; 
artheimpſt. So youl ſce:the:diffcrence. of theſe 
ſuqumes;3the oneixhi. xvii:s.the other vi.s. Then 
after rhis proportion, the whole atrire of the one, 
colt aboue 3 0. times as much as the attire of the _ 
orher.: forget nor alſo rharthe one laſterh rhree 
times as longas:the other ; ſubietrochange, as 
faſhions change; Fhere-is another appurtenant 
rothis gwlded folly ; for if his Miſtris ſay it doth 
not become him, or-if the faſhion change, that 
Nuit is preſently lefrr off, arid another boughr. 1 
Willnot;ferger; bur touchatirtle thefooliſh and 
coſtly faſhion.of changitg; fafhions, notedeſpe- 
cially, and-obieRted againſt ourEngliſhinatiory; 
and in one;onely thing(Imeane the hat) I will 
exprefle our. prodigious folly inaltthe reſt. 'Of 
late the broad brimmd har came {uddamely in'fa- 
ſhion, and purall-other our of. countenance and 
requeſt -z and happy were they that could: ger 
them ſooneſt, and be firſt ſeene in that faſhion: ſo 
that a computation being made, there is at the 
Jealt 300000.1i;, ormuch more; in England one- 
1y,beſtowed'in broad bhrimnid hats, within'one 
yearcandanhalfe, 1 As. for others, cirher-Beuer 
,or, Fcks, they-were on the-ſuddaine of no recko- 
- ning ar all-;-ini{0; much; that my ſelfe-({ttlt convi- 
( Dug one faſluon) Tbought a Bcucr har forv.s, 
vhils : wlach . 


el 
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whichthe yeare before could not bee had vnder 
39:5.'The like,ot mor6 may beiaidotthe chan 

from plain todouble ruftes: Buritiyou wil ſee the 


effcc of thee follies, & what lamentableeſtate it = 


briogeth many vnto;;, getothe Kings bench-pri- 
lon,to.the Fleet,to the: Counters,aridlike places; 
where yaudhall andermanpy that in golden glirre+ 


ring braucty hanefhined Hkerhe Sunne; but now 


(their patrimonies andallbeing ſpent andrthey 
ja debt) thgirSunistclipſed,and they reſt there 


in ycry mnifcrable caſe, bewailingthert vainc;and 
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their fore-fathers (on; that liuing z/ whietr they 
haue 1n lewd forrſpent, anddifinherited their fa- 
mily of for eveftyliaedibguntifully; quietly, pleas 
littlek 4 nn Speed enero neucrwemt td 
Londat,, they did notitriue-for greartieffe, rhey 


dignortlong for their neighbours land y-neither 


ſold of thetrewneybut (keeping gopd3ioſpiralit 
tie, and: plaingly: ener artyedy wereatery: ticts 
Well, if-the has alone, and-in fo fhort-a me 


hath putEnpland-to'thae chdrge ,-by changeof - 
faſhion onely +whathath/Lawnes,Cambrickes, . 
Silkes, Sattans,: Veluers,and;the .reft done; and - 


change; p6-fadhion. in; ex roneg wikt ſha you 
my 9pinion;our of my! ldve to: my Countrey 
and defireof teformatiomrand leanetttorhe cor 
reRion of the wiſere.Fhemoney whichis moſt 
foper fluquſly-beftowedinapparrell in this Litele 
1land, is 3houghe able, ge maidtainca/Nauy'to 
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command the fea-forces of all our nezghbours 
borderingonthe narrow ſeas; of Spain, of the 
Pirats;& all others ini the tnediterranean ſea. How 
far they further may ſhew their force in the ſea 
leading to.Conſtantinople, I will not take vpon 
' metoiudge.Yerone othereff=Q theſe Peacockes 
feathers (inthis' guilded,” 'not golden age)wor= 
keth : Themoſt part of the Gentry of this king- 
dome, are fo farre inthe Vſurers bookes, by their 
. ouerreaching heads toclimb to renner; and 
they and their wiues to exceed their neighbours 
in bravery andplace, that they liue incontinuall 
care, and like fiſhes innets; the more they ſtrine 
togerout, the faſter they tang. I could bring ma- 
nie ſentences of the wiſe 8 learned againſt theſe 
vaine, peeuiſh, childiſh, thriftlefſe, and: painted 
fooles, as I did againſt drunkards , but I will on- 
ty rell you-an old tale; and fo conclude this 
art.. A Kinghtnamed Tounp, aman of anexcel- 
Fe mother wit, veric pleafant, and full of de- 
 lightfall and merry ſpeech, was commended to . 
our late Soneraign,Queen Elizabeth,who cauſed 
-him robebroughtitoher, tooke great pleaſureto 
ralkewith him, and amongſt other things ſhe aſ- 
kedhim how. he liked'a company of braue La- 
. diestharwere:in herpreſence? He anſwered, as T 
like my-ſ{iluer . haired'conies at home, the caſes 
arefarre better thanthe bodies. Theſe our named 
-Gallams are well compared to ſuch <conies , and 
aredeceiued much,to rhinkethey better their re- 
putation by their bravery: formany, euen ordi- 
nary.TailorsinLondon,are in their Silkes, Sat- 
__ C tis, 
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tms,&Velucts;as wellas they,: Andin Haly cue- 
ry baſe ordinary black-ſmith dothiexccedorrthe . 
Sabbath day and other holy daies,or equall the 
braucſt of them. Iwiſh themthereforc ro com-+ 
pare the ſweet Country with the vnſauoury Lon- 
don, wherein they are moſt refident,which isthe 
cauſe of great experice, in brauery,-in gaming, 
drinking , reſorting to: pn brorhell houſes, 
and many other great follies :and I dare fay,they 
ſhall finde more true pleafure in one yeare, liuing 
like their fore: fathers in; the Countrey , than in 
wwenty liuingin-London. | 


Ti vieching ſuits ia'Lav. ov 


 J Ercin I muſt bearean cuen hand,and fpeake 
& nothingtharſhall gine iuſt cauſe of offetices 
yet veritas non culpandac it OOO OO | 
Inour law proceedings, I finde(inmy-fimple 
tudgement, euer ſubie&to the correRion of the 
witer) ſundry inconuenicnces. - Thefirſt is, that 
although they hane intheirlaw a- Maxime ;'De 
mining non-carat lex,yet they admireuery'tri® 
fling ation for gaine;cuen of ſuch poore cli- 
entsallo,ashaue Excdly bread to giuetheir chil- 
dren : wherein-oftentimes 1s more ſpent, than 
_ thricethevalueof thatthey ſtriue for. - 

I heard of zxwo men , who fell at variance 
2bout an hiue.of bees, and. went to law, vatil he - 
thar had ſpent leaſt, had ſpent 560. li. 

Theardalſo of two brethren, who contended 
_ ini Chancery for achaineof-gold-worth - - 


ha 
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14 The preſent ſtate 
The elderi(being Executor) kept tho chaine; the 
yongner had-proofe,thathid father:ſaid-often'in 
his life time;tharche chaine*ſhould be his » The 
ſait proceeded, varill they had ſpent aboue an 
100.li. Andonaday bcing bothat the Chance- 
ric barre, they rouched one another ; and the 
clder brother.defired to ſpeak with the yonguer, 
and (aid, Brother, you ſce how theſemen feed on. 
v$, and wee are as necre an endof our caulſc, as 
when wee firſt-began : come and dine with mee, 
and | will giue you the one halfeof the chaine, 
and keep the other, and ſocadthisendleſie cauſe. 
And Ipray youlect vs both make much of this 
wit ſo dearly baught. Thus wasthis cauſe ended, 

. There was a Widow and a Gentlcman that 
contended fora-Teatein the Church, ar the ciuill 
Law:;andthisGentleman ralking/of this fait for 
his ſeate, proteſted that it hadcoſt him ſo'greara; 
ſumme,asthar-(forthecredirof theſe Courts) I 
am lothto-name. .One wondering thereat, hee 
laid; it was moſt true; and -faid further, They 
hauc ſpun-mee-avlengehlike arwine thread: and 
named:thenumber,ot Courts he had: beene twi= 
ſed in; and: the ſtrange number: of chargeable 
commiſsions which paſſed between them. Thus 
you;ſce the old ſaying true; If you goc tolaw 
for a nut, the Lawyers will cracke it,gine- cach 
of you balfetheſhell, and chop'vp the kernell 
themſclues. £1 6.2%: | ; 

There is athing which'long ſince happened in 
France, very memorable; touching the endleſſe 


caulcs mathe ciuilllaw.::Afiranger\hauing old | 
' ALT Sgicay 
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great ſtore of Marchandiſe there, and not paied, 


entred ſuir againſt his debtors , wherein he ſpent 


more than his debts came-vnto : and thereupon' 


greatly perplexed, eſpecially ſeeing no likeli- 
hood of an' end of his ſuits or obtaining his 
debts ; hee went tothe King, andſaid, Thauca 
great complaint againſt one in your kingdome, 
and I humbly deſire youto hearemee patiently : 
The King faid, tellme againſt whom, I will ve- 
ry patiently and willingly heare thee. My Lord 
(ſaid he) it 1s againſt your ſelte : Againſt me. ſaid 
the King, how ſos whatſoeuer it be, ſpeake it 
freely, and feare nothing : Whereupon the Mer» 
chanttold him; rhat he did ſuffer moſt-intolera- 
ble, coſtly, and tedious courſesin the procee- 

dings of Law in his kingdome (which is there 
only theciuill Law) and ſuch as[thinke, will 

ncuer haue end as longasthe Clients haue mo- 


ney to giue the Lawyers; androld him withal}, | 


of:albhis proceedings. Well, ſaid the wife King, l 
will firſtſee thee fully ſarisfied;and then reforme 
. this foule abuſe: And preſently thereupon did 
take ſuch excellent order forthe quicke and iuft 
endof cauſes;thathisſubiectsdid name him, Pa- 
fer; patrie;and hewas ſoadmired,and'fo heartily 
laued: of them, -as(1 thinke) never King was be- 
foreorfince. ooo OY F 
_ Icould fpeakefurther of twocitizens of Lon- 
don; who fell out:forthekicking of adog, and 
went! fo tong.:to:Þaw, ntl their bookes-could 
fot cbee:containe$inawo: bufhelll bagges.This 


cauſe thus ſtanding TA CINNNRz: end; our | 


late 
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lategraciousSoueraigne Queene E/72abeth cau- 
ſed to be arbitrated.. Icould ſpeak of many more 
kke vain andtrifling ſuits, which, as little ſprings, 
firſt creepe outatthe'foot of an hill, and by lon 
running-grow. tobe great tiuers : but theſc tall 
ſuffice, 21iain infinits inflare,infinitum. 

I hauc heard a very laudable orderin Spaine : | 
There are appointedcertainmen called Iuſticers,, 
which are diſperſed ouer the whole kingdome 
euery one limited tocertaine Pariſhes, in which 
he hath authoriry to heare complaints of miſde- 
meanours, and trifling quarrels,and to puniſh of- 
fenders, eyther by finc (whereof he hath part, & 
the King the reſt) orcarporallpuniſhment, as hee 
 ſceth good: 5 andtacnd.alfo tauſes for riding 

debts, and other matters(being of noigreat mo- 
ment)whatſoeuer,without:ſuit;. Wherasin Eng- 
land there areantinfinite number of ſuits tolera- 
' ted for words, fortheleaſt blow; far catteltbreas 
king into: grourids; for:trifing:debrs; and ſuch 
like : ſo-that if onchaue burxs; owing him; nay; 
v.s;. or lefle, he cannot haueit bur by fuitin law, 
in ſome petty Courts, where:it-will- coft-30.or 
40-5-charge of ſuit. ButtocndrhisChaptes,'1 
could wiſktharour Iuftices byxcoammulgion, were 
authoriſed: t& ſitin: ferjerall towhichithey 
dwell neereſt, and beforeany ſuit beebroeghr; 
theplancfe ould her hiagauſe of conipline, 


= thereuponif/ it were fortitleof imuctyland; 
to praceedinliwgbuts 


| - - 
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(the perſons and cauſes conſidered) they thought 
good, and likewiſc to puniſh miſdemeanours : 


which would breedgreat peace in this land, and 
preuent the vtter vndoing of many. 


A ſecond inconvenievce, 


His is the multiplicity of Atturnies at the 

4 common Lawof Chancery, vnder-clerks, 
and many petty -foggers, dwellingand diſperſed 
ouecrallthis kingdome, whichrmay well be com-' 
pared to ſuchas ſtand withquaile-pipes,cuercal- 
ling the poore filly bird intothe net. - 

_ I heardircrediblyireported;; rhat few: yeares 
ſince, there were not abone two or: three Attur-/ 
nies inthe lle of Wight,and notmany morecaw/ 
ſes or ſuits it law ; bur now there is (faid the re- 
porter) at the leaſt 60;and/ many more ſairs in 
faw.The reaſon he added,was this ; If any beat- 
gry with his neighbour, he hath one of theſe rea- 

 dyandneerat hand; to;whom hee opencth his 
 Briefe: who isalſoas ready, preſently to ſer him 
on for his owne gaine yelling him his cauſe is 
clcere, and he ſhall never wag his foote, but hee 
will doeallforhim ,/and:ferch his adgerfary a+ 
bout wellenghighs|On'theicontrary,, the other 

bath one as ready to: teltbium;how well hee will 
defend his cauſe,,.Sotheſetwacntercombat,and 
when bothare: weary; ther:neighbours end the 
cauſe:and tothat end(fortbertioſtpan)come all 
ſuits of, England-How tnuch borer yLen were#; 
athe-fiuſt dP IEEE as e fo 
/\ 2 no 
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no cauſes ſeldome haue ſo/good end by law,as by 
neighbours : 1niquiſsime pax, inſtiſcims bells. an- 
Feferenda. -** 


The third is motions made in the Courts, eſpecially 
in the Chancery. 


Here are ſome Councellors , who will in 

their motions report wharſocuer their client 
telleth them,beir true or falſe ; andrheſcare wel} 
ſaid to haue veces wenales, that is, tobee ſuch as 
that for mony you may hauethem tell what tale 
you will. Theſe alſoabuſerthe Courts;and cauſe 
diuers Orders to.bce -made by their falſe ſug ge- 
ſtions; which make ſuits very tedious, and more- 


_ coſtly ;Inſomuch thatabout Orders onely,there 


isoftenitimes more money and time ſpent, than 


ought to bee about the whole ſubſtance of the: 
caule. | 


' The: foarth.” 


T= isis thegreat feeswhich Councellorstake, 


- whereby the clients are muchimponeriſhed:/ 
Forthey(notlooking intotheirconſfaences, what 


_ theydeſeruc, orhowhardly theirclient (perhaps 


poore) may:ſpareit) takeall thareomes, and'are 
like gulfes without bottome, neuct full. And 


further,if you haveaday of triall; orhearirig,and 
fee your Councellor;although he beabſent” and 


you nagood; yethe:fwallowerhybirifee ts 


doc 
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ſive fees (as haue heard) bur ittaketh no good 
effec. 
The fift« 


| &— is making long bills ,in the Engliſh 
Courts, full of matter impertinent, from 
the fulneſſe of their malice, to put the defendant 
to greater charge. Theſe men are often in like 
fort requited, and beaten with their owne rods : 
whereſiis I compare them to one that will put 
ourone of his owne cles, to doe his enemy the 
like harme : I wiſhthat ſucha man may pay well - 
for his folly to his enemy. | 


The fixer. 


TH is eſpecially inthe Engliſh Courts alſo, - 
where the vnder-clerkes with their large 
margents, with rheir great diſtance betweene 
their lines, with protrattion of words, and with 
their many daſhes and flaſhes pur in-places of 
words, lay their greedinefle open to the whole 
world ; andThaue heard many ſay; that they are 
as men voide of all conſcience, nor caring how 
they getimony; ſo they haue it ; and that with as 
>00d conſcience they may take a purſe by the 
Piet way, bit not with ſo little danger,andthat 
isallthedifference. I did fce an anſwerto a bill 
of 40. of their ſheeres; which coppicd-ont , was 
broughtto 6:ſheetes, which coppy there was 
very lafficient margent lefr, and good difference 
between the lines! 'Hetreby cuery man mavſee 
I GC 3 how. 
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how infinitely by the abuſe of petty-clerks, (the 
Court of Chancery ſwelling, & ready to burſt 


wr 
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with cauſes, the Star-chamber and the reſt) the 
whole kingdome is robbed as it were : For that 
coppy which ſhould have coſt but 4.s. coſt 4.no- 
bles. There was one preſented our late worthy 
Lady and Quceen,E/zzabeth, with a peece of paper 
no bigger than apenny,whereon was written the 
Pater noſter, the Creed,anda praier tor her. Now 
I withthatall ſuch Clerkes ſhould be apprentices 
awhule to ſuch a Scribe for. ſo falling trom one 
extreame toanother, they may bee brought toa 
meane : Bur as for the higher Clerkesand offi- 
cers,they would faine haue this foule and vncon- 
ſcionable fault amended, . becaulc it maketh no- 
thing for their profit. 


The ſenenth. 


His laſt thatI will ſpeake of, but not the laſt, 

2 yetleaſt by many, is touching Interrogato- 
ries and 'examinations of: witnefles. . There are 
many that ſet downe vaine and.friuolous Inter» 
rogatorics, nothing atall tothe matter in queſtt- 
on, and thereupon cauſe many'to bee examined, 
whoſeteſtimony makethnothingtoany purpoſe, 
ncither is cucr read or heard, but onely cauſcth 
long, tedious, needleſle, and coſtly. books,tathe 
prom & exceſſiue charge of the ſubie&. Thus 
aue I (as it were) onely nominated ſeuen incon- 
ueniences,to perſwade men to peace,and. to cnd 
at home ſuch quarrels. as ariſe ,, without great 
vexation of mind, without great trouble of mos 
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dic, in riding,and running, and without cxceſſine 
expences, All which,together with neglect »f all 
bulineſſe, doe neceſſarily follow ſtirs and con- 
trouerſies in Law : /dus piſcator dixit.As tor ma- 
ny others whichare greater, and wheteof the laſt 
Parliament began to ſpeak, with intent to reform 
the ſame, 1 will ſay nothing. But theſe ſeuen 
motes I deſire to bee picked out of -their long 
gOWNEes. 

So have I briefly (without our new borne inke- 
pot termes) deliuered to the view of the world, 
my Paradox and expofitionthereof, with hope 
to perſwade ſome of the wiſer ſorr to auoid drun- 
kenneſle, exceſlc in apparrell, and controuerſies 
in law, with matters ſubſequent ; which are three 
of the moſt common, coſtly, and offenſtue euils 
now raigning : That by their example, others 
may learnero liuea ciuill, plaine, quiet,and con- 
rented life, whereby ſeeming poore, they ſhall be 
rich ; whereas others beſtowing much in feaſting 
and drunkenneſle, brauing it out with a glorious. 
outſide only, and painted apparell, liuing in con- 
trouerſie, and ſparing no large fees, or great 
bribes to ouercometheir aduerſaries, ſeeme only 
to be rich, butare indeed very beggarly. Where- 
fore I conclude as —_ » Our Fathers. were 
rich with little, and we ars with much : For 
wee vic our much ill, and.they vicd their little 


well 


FINTIS. 


